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 Every day 2,500 youth age 12 to 17 abuse a pain reliever for the very first time. More teens abuse 

prescription drugs than any illicit drug except marijuana. In 2008, more than 2.1 million teens ages 12 to 

17 reported abusing prescription drugs.
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 Among 12- and 13-year-olds, prescription drugs are the drug of choice.
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 Because these drugs are so readily available, and many teens believe they are a safe way to get high, 

teens who wouldn't otherwise touch illicit drugs might abuse prescription drugs. And not many parents 

are talking to them about it, even though teens report that parental disapproval is a powerful way to keep 

them away from drugs.
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